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were	 nearly	 on	 its	 border	 and	with	 them	 lay	 control	 of	 the	 commerce	 of	 the	
middle	Yangtze	basin.	Hunan	was	not	a	good	springboard	for	an	attack	upon	the	
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































…	 the	Chinese	 still	maintained	 that	China	was	 the	 source	of	 civilization	 for	 the	
whole	world,	that	the	Western	barbarians	had	no	culture	worth	regarding,	and	

















In	 form	 the	 Heavenly	 Kingdom	 of	 Great	 Peace	 seemed	 to	 carry	 out	 a	 total	
revolution	against	Chinese	 religion,	politics,	and	economics.	But	 this	 revolution	
actually	was	not	in	accord	with	modern	revolutionary	spirit.	The	Taipings	tried	to	

























What	 was	 most	 needed	 in	 China	 also	 was	 a	 political	 revolution,	 but	 forward	
looking	 individuals	who	 promoted	 China’s	 adoption	 of	Western	methods	were	
restrained	by	the	conservatives,	and	the	Chinese	people	generally	had	no	spirit	
of	 adventure.	 How	 could	 they	 avoid	 failure	 in	 dealing	 with	 foreign	 countries?	














































































































































































the	 convening	 of	 the	 Diet	 in	 1890,	 Japan	 was	 a	 constitutional	 monarchy.	 In	
contrast	 to	 the	 other	 leading	 powers,	 Russia	 had	 neither	 a	 constitution	 nor	 a	
parliament.	From	this	state	of	affairs	the	Chinese	concluded:	Russia	lost	the	war	
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































value	 of	 suicide	 to	 press	 particular	 concerns:	 feminist	 or	 socially	 conservative,	
political	or	economic…	Newspapers	also	transformed	news	into	fiction,	with	such	
a	 rapidity	 and	with	 such	 intermingling	 of	 genres	 that	 the	 narrative	 and	moral	
frameworks	of	the	news	and	literary	pages	at	times	blurred.12	
	







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































T’an	 Yen-kai	 [Tan	 Yankai]	 was	 driven	 out	 of	 Hunan	 by	 a	militarist	 called	 Chao	
Heng-t’i	[Zhao	Hengti],	who	utilized	the	‘Hunan	independence’	movement	for	his	
own	 ends.	 He	 pretended	 to	 support	 it,	 advocating	 the	 idea	 of	 a	 United	












































Yatsen	 decided	 to	 scheme	 about	 Hunanese	 affairs	 with	 Cheng	 Songlao	 [yet	



































































civilian	 authorities	 and	 their	 representatives	 and	 announced	 the	 immediate	
dissolution	 of	 the	military	 and	 civil	 governor	 positions.	 He	 also	 strongly	 urged	
Zhao	 Hengti	 to	 take	 the	 post	 of	 Hunan	 Army	 commander-in-chief,	 with	 the	
provincial	assembly	selecting	a	 temporary	civil	governor.	 In	 that	meeting,	Zhao	
affected	 an	 air	 of	 apathy,	 and	 announced	 only	 that	 he	 would	 not	 become	








































































































































                                                                                                                                                       











fire,	 another	 broke	 out	 next	 door,	 in	 Pingjiang	 and	 Liling	 xians.	 Belatedly,	 Tan	
tried	 to	 secure	 again	 the	 support	 of	 Zhao	 Heng-ti,	 agreeing	 to	 turn	 over	 the	
military	governorship	while	retaining	the	civilian	post.	But	Zhao	would	have	none	
of	 it.	 Tan	 Yan-kai	 slyly	 shipped	 400,000	 strings	 of	 copper	 cash	 to	 Shanghai	 to	
cushion	 his	 coming	 retirement.	 On	November	 23,	 as	 fighting	 broke	 out	 in	 the	
streets	of	Changsha,	he	fled	aboard	a	river	steamer.	So	hot	was	the	breath	of	his	














Ultimately,	 Tan’s	 ability	 to	 maintain	 his	 position	 at	 the	 head	 of	 the	 Hunan	
government	 and	 carry	 out	 his	 political	 goals	 depended	 upon	 Zhao’s	 continued	
support,	and	Tan	soon	 found	that	Zhao’s	 loyalty	had	 limits…	Tan	had	originally	
led	Zhao	to	believe	that	he	would	yield	the	military	governorship	to	him	in	return	
for	 his	 military	 support.	 Tan	 reneged	 on	 this	 understanding	 by	 retaining	 the	
military	 governorship	 and	 by	 announcing	 his	 plans	 to	 eliminate	 this	 office	
altogether.	 Although	 Tan	 awarded	 Zhao	 the	 vaguely	 defined	 title	 of	 ‘general	
commander’	(zongzhihui),	this	was	hardly	adequate	compensation…	Because	of	
the	 treatment	 Tan	 had	 shown	 him	 in	 the	 past,	 Zhao	 was	 indeed	 reluctant	 to	





aside.	 Without	 Zhao’s	 support,	 Tan	 could	 not	 maintain	 his	 position.	 On	
November	23,	1920,	therefore,	just	six	months	after	his	return	to	Changsha,	Tan	
yielded	control	of	Hunan’s	government	to	Zhao	and	left	the	province.	Only	then	
                                                
17	McDonald,	Urban	Origins,	47.	
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One	quality	 frequently	attributed	to	Tan	was	bamian	 linglong,	 the	ability	 to	be	
pleasing	 to	 all	 parties…	 Tan’s	 detractors	 saw	 this	 quality	 as	 simple	 political	
opportunism,	 and	 charged	 him	 with	 the	 manipulation	 of	 factions	 for	 his	 own	
ends.	 Irrespective	 of	 whether	 his	 sincerity	was	 feigned,	 Tan	 used	 his	 personal	
skills	to	build	and	maintain	a	political	consensus	in	support	of	his	rule.	In	the	end,	


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































according	 to	 a	 person	 coming	 from	Pingjiang,	 there	was	 a	mutiny	 on	 the	 14th,	
and	Songjian	(Xiao	Changchi)	was	captured,	with	Yu	Yingxiang	declaring	himself	













does	 it	 await	 someone	 to	 topple	 it.	 If	 there	 is	 someone	who	can	be	entrusted	
with	all	of	this,	 it	would	be	a	great	relief	for	me	to	be	freed	of	these	burdens	 I	
bear	like	shackles.16	































The	 senior	 officials	 gathered	 and	 decided	 to	 announce	 the	 dissolution	 of	 the	
military	 governor	 [督軍]	 position	 and	 divide	 the	 responsibility	 for	 civil	 and	
military	matters.	We	will	ask	Yiwu	[Zhao	Hengti]	to	become	the	commander-in-
































horses	 outside.	 The	 horses	 ridden	 by	 Mingqiu	 and	 Fang	 Boxiong	 that	 were	



























































Changchi	 to	 take	 over.	 Soldiers	 from	 this	 unit	 began	 to	 stir	 up	 trouble	 in	 the	
name	 of	 salaries.	 They	 viciously	 killed	 Xiao	 and	 declared	 Yu	 Yingxiang	 as	 their	
commander.	 This	 was	 all	 at	 the	 instigation	 of	 Li	 Zhonglin.	 When	 the	 news	
reached	Changsha,	Tan	felt	as	though	it	was	very	difficult	to	handle	these	affairs,	
and	so	called	for	an	emergency	meeting	where	the	key	military	and	civil	figures	
of	 the	 province	 were	 gathered.	 I	 attended	 as	 an	 observer.	 Third-division	
commander	 Lu	 Diping	 gave	 an	 impromptu	 speech	 “The	 Commander-in-Chief	
should	withdraw	 to	 take	 a	 break	 for	 a	 time.”	 (Afterwards,	 Lu	 actually	 became	
Zu’an’s	 (Tan’s)	 trusted	 subordinate	 and	 right-hand	man;	 personal	 relations	 are	
truly	hard	 to	understand!)	 Zhao	Hengti	 (Yanwu)	proclaimed	 that	he	would	not	
take	sides	in	a	conflict	between	Tan	and	Cheng.21	








































Zhang	Taiyan	 to	come	to	Hunan	 to	 lecture,	 see	 the	sights,	and	enjoy	wine	and	
food.	He	 ignored	 Sun	Yatsen’s	 plans	 for	 a	Northern	 Expedition.	 I	 urged	him	 to	
send	 troops	 early,	 and	 spoke	 much,	 but	 he	 was	 still	 indecisive.	 As	 a	 result,	 I	
joined	officers	of	the	Hunan	military	in	their	Anti-Tan	movement.	We	decided	as	
a	group	that	Zhao	Hengti	should	be	Commander	in	Chief	and	Lin	Zhiyu	should	be	




the-Constitution	 congress	 to	 persuade	 Tan	 Yankai	 to	 leave	 Hunan	 voluntarily.	
Tan	called	me	to	pitifully	plead	for	more	time	to	bury	his	wife,	who	had	died	in	
		 100	
Shanghai,	 and	 whose	 coffin	 was	 on	 the	 way	 to	 Hunan	 at	 that	moment.	 After	
which	he	would	go.	 I	answered	him,	“For	the	sake	of	preserving	social	order	 in	
Changsha,	 and	 for	 your	 safety,	 you	 should	 leave	 immediately.	 Regarding	 your	
wife’s	funeral,	I	will	soon	go	to	Shanghai	to	apologize	to	you	directly.”	He	could	
only	board	 the	boat	and	go	back	 to	Shanghai…	Unexpectedly,	when	 I	 reported	
back	to	Guangzhou,	Zhao	Hengti	broke	faith	with	those	in	Changsha,	massacred	











































































After	 the	Hunan	army	had	 retaken	 the	province,	 and	engaged	 in	a	program	of	
restoring	 peace	 and	 constructing	 roads,	 an	 undercurrent	 of	 conflict	 began	 to	
emerge	 in	 Changsha.	 The	 old	 forces	 under	 Cheng	 Qian	 agitated	 for	 the	









of	 Cheng	 Qian’s	 old	 forces,	 and	 several	 politicians	 brokered	 intrigue.	 A	 frosty	
relationship	 soon	 developed	 between	 the	 two	 sides.	 In	 Liling’s	 sixth	 zone,	




and	 fled	 to	Shanghai,	ordering	me	 to	 take	 the	post	of	 commander-in-chief.	He	
also	 assigned	 governmental	 affairs	 bureau	 chief	 Lin	 Zhiyu	 to	 the	 post	 of	





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Ba	 Jin	 contributed	 to	 an	emerging	 conception	 that	 a	huge	 cultural	 gap	existed	
between	 coastal	 cities	 like	 Shanghai,	 where	 foreign	 influence	 was	 strong	 and	
innovation	 flourished,	 and	 other	 parts	 of	 China,	 whose	 culture	 was	 seen	 as	
stagnant.	 Ba	 Jin	 played	 a	 significant	 role	 in	 helping	 to	 create	 a	 stereotypical	
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